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Bridges of Reconciliation and Peace Initiative

In this document, we, Arab citizens of the State of Israel, propose an ambitious yet realistic
and practical political vision for a peaceful settlement between the two peoples: the people
of Israel and the Palestinian people. We named it, the "Bridges of Reconciliation and Peace
Initiative”, driven by our commitment as an Arab society within the State of Israel to bridge the
gaps and bring the viewpoints and positions of the two peoples closer together, in partnership
with supporters in Israel, the region, and around the world.

We have worked vigorously through various channels to achieve a ceasefire in Gaza and the
return of the Israeli abductees. We have supported the full implementation of the two partial
agreements, and today we emphasize the necessity of moving beyond "Phase Two” to stop the
war completely and return of all abductees.

This document outlines a process taking place on two levels: a social value-based level
between the peoples and a political institution-based level between the governments. This is a
comprehensive plan for a political settlement that aims to end the conflict and establish peace
and reconciliation between both peoples—and throughout the entire region.

The Bridges of Reconciliation and Peace Initiative consists of three components: the vision, the
values and principles, and the framework for the implementation plan. This serves as a call
for dialogue and a renewed understanding between and within the two peoples, as well as a
hopeful path out of the crisis and an opportunity to build trust, reconciliation, and peace.

We expect and urge both sides to embrace these three components to achieve a political
settlement, foster peace between the peoples, and promote reconciliation between societies.

Vision

The vision that underlies the Bridges Initiative is one of comprehensive and lasting peace,
marking an end to the conflict in the Holy Land, which is significant to the three religions:
Judaism, Christianity, and Islam. Our vision for the Bridges Initiative advocates for the
establishment of a Palestinian state alongside the State of Israel, fostering peace between the
two states in accordance with the principle of a two-state solution and within the framework of
international resolutions.

Our vision also includes expanding the circle of peace in parallel with the Palestinian-Israeli
settlement process, which will include the Arab countries and the entire Arab world, in
accordance with the Arab Peace Initiative.

The initiative represents a path to realizing the right of both peoples to self-determination and
their right to live in mutual security and peace, in partnership and tolerance.

The timing of the Bridges Initiative is critically important, especially in light of the shocking
and tragic events that have transpired over the past two years. On October 7, the people of
Israel experienced the most significant disaster in the history of the state, perceiving it as an
existential war. Simultaneously, international public opinion has begun to turn against Israel,
complicating the nation’s efforts to achieve security and ensure its existence in the region.
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The Palestinian people have also suffered tremendously as a result of the war and the biggest
disaster in their history. They bear a heavy toll in terms of lives lost and widespread destruction
in the Gaza Strip. Facing even greater losses and future risks, they endure profound pain, both
individually and collectively.

The continuation of conflict or the maintenance of the status quo jeopardizes the legitimate
aspirations of both parties to achieve security and peace. The Bridges Initiative illustrates that
there exists an alternative path for both Israelis and Palestinians—one that can lead to a
reconciled future.

As Palestinian Arab citizens of the State of Israel, it is our duty to make every effort to resolve
the violent conflicts and challenging disputes between our peoples. Our mission is to help build
trust among the parties and to cultivate hope for a better future. Another crucial task we have
undertaken is to garner broad public support for a historic reconciliation plan between the
two peoples. We can contribute to spreading the spirit of tolerance and fostering a culture of
peace, while reinforcing the values of reconciliation and peace in their cultural and religious
dimensions within Judaism, Christianity, and Islam.

The continuation of the ongoing war and escalating conflict threatens our existence, our
status, and our rights as Palestinian Arab citizens of Israel, both directly and indirectly. A peace
agreement between the Palestinian people and the people of Israel will not only protect our
existence, rights, and status but also help us realize our interests. Reconciliation and peace
open broad horizons for empowering Arab society and enhancing our unigue role in fostering
relations of understanding and coexistence.

The so-called "conflict management approach,” along with partial and temporary solutions, a
pursuit of absolute military victories, and repeated missed opportunities, have failed to achieve
security, peace, and dignity for either people. An attitude that denies the rights of others and
seeks to subjugate them only fuels the cycle of violence and bloodshed. Continued fighting and
destruction only deepen hatred and hostility, and they have not—nor will they ever—provide
a cure or ensure security.

In conflicts between two peoples, the notion that "what cannot be resolved by force will be
solved by greater force” is not only ineffective but also immoral and unrealistic. We cannot
achieve a better outcome or guarantee improved results by adhering to the same positions,
indulging in fantasies of violence and subjugation, or reiterating the same statements and
promises. This way of thinking—and the policies that stem from it—have distanced us from
the path toward security and peacebuilding in our homeland.

The Bridges Initiative is based on an alternative approach—one that is grounded in a rational
and pragmatic perspective, distinct from the strategies that have dominated our region for
decades. This initiative establishes a credible and comprehensive path based on balance and
reciprocity, as well as values and gquiding principles that requlate the processes of settlement,
reconciliation, and peacebuilding.

The Bridges Initiative addresses both peoples—the Jewish and Palestinian populations—
through rational, humane, fair, and responsible discourse. In this context, we, the Arab citizens
of Israel, call upon the leaders of both peoples and the international community to recognize
and fulfill their responsibilities toward the region and its inhabitants.




19

Importantly, the Bridges Initiative posits that an arrangement between the two peoples is
neither a naive aspiration nor a dangerous belief that necessitates concessions or the neglect
of fundamental rights—©be it the right to self-defense or the right to self-determination. Rather,
it presents a feasible arrangement that enhances the rights of every individual to life, liberty,
and dignity, while creating conditions for both sides to coexist in security and peace.

This initiative offers a chance for all parties to engage in self-criticism, take responsibility, and
reflect on the consequences of the heartbreaking reality. It encourages examination of the
best options for both peoples and emphasizes the collective effort needed to reach a fair and
sustainable solution.

The anticipated outcomes for both parties under the Bridges for Reconciliation and Peace
Initiative are clear, transparent, and neither negotiable nor extortionate. Clarity and transparency
are essential for each party to make informed decisions and choose an appropriate course at
the outset of the political settlement process.

We stress that mutual agreement on the components of the Bridges Initiative will facilitate
a more effective and successful approach to addressing the key issues of a detailed and final
reconciliation and peace agreement. This mutual commitment will render an overall agreement
more achievable, as the Bridges Initiative lays a solid foundation, fosters a positive atmosphere,
and enhances the likelihood of consensus on the issues related to a permanent settlement.

Basic Values and Principles

1) The fundamental values and principles underlying the political arrangement: the right
to live in security, peace and dignity; mutual recognition; tolerance and acceptance of the
other; recognition of the right of both peoples to self-determination; choosing peace and
reconciliation over war and violence.

We propose the mutual ratification of the aforementioned values and principles as foundational,
binding norms that will govern the settlement process.

Justification: Ending the conflict and achieving a lasting peace and fair arrangements requires
a commitment to shared human values, especially against the backdrop of the ongoing and
bloody conflict between Israelis and Palestinians. It is unacceptable for one side to attempt to
establish a fait accompli through military force or violence, or to exploit the balance of power
to its own advantage while pursuing interests at the expense of the other. Such actions are
inappropriate and do not guarantee security, peace, or viable political solutions in the medium
to long term.

Both sides must explicitly recognize and respect each other’s rights and cultivate genuine
tolerance. This recognition is foundational for true reconciliation, mutual acceptance between
the two peoples, and acknowledgment of their shared right to life, peace, security, and dignity
within their respective independent states. It also involves understanding and accepting the
legitimate national and humane aspirations of both the Jewish and Palestinian peoples.

The Bridges of Reconciliation and Peace Initiative aims to foster a humane, moral, and ethical
political discourse to enhance the prospects of achieving realistic and fair settlements. This can
be accomplished by mobilizing broad support from various segments of the general public to
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participate in creating and endorsing a peace settlement. However, we are fully aware that it
is essential to address the fears, doubts, and mutual mistrust that exist between the two sides.
We must approach this complex situation with wisdom, seriousness, and persistence while
developing positive and bold initiatives in this regard.

2) The Principle of a Two-State Solution: Israel and Palestine, and Immediate Mutual
Recognition

We advocate for immediate mutual acceptance and agreement on the establishment of two
states —Israel and Palestine— living side by side in peace, security, partnership, and tolerance.
The creation of independent and sovereign states, whether Palestine or Israel, is essential for
achieving peace between the peoples and fulfilling mutual obligations outlined in bilateral and
international agreements.

Justification: Both the people of Israel and the Palestinian people possess the right to establish
independent, sovereign, viable, and flourishing states. The declarations of independence from
both peoples affirm a positive stance toward the 1947 partition resolution, which called for the
establishment of two states living in peace alongside one another. In light of the devastating
war, we believe it is imperative to act toward realizing this vision. A state is the most effective
structure for maintaining security and peace.

The State of Israel has existed since 1948 and is recognized by the Palestine Liberation
Organization in accordance with the Oslo Accords. We emphasize the importance of respecting
the sovereignty, security, and safety of its citizens. While the Palestinian state is still in the
process of being established and is recognized by most countries worldwide, it has yet to receive
recognition from the UN Security Council or the State of Israel.

The territories designated for the Palestinian state are those occupied in 1967, including the West
Bank, East Jerusalem, and the Gaza Strip. This vision acknowledges the principle of limited
and equal border adjustments and the necessity for geographical continuity in the regions and
territories of the Palestinian state.

The establishment of a Palestinian state is not only a Palestinian right and necessity but also
an Israeli national political and security interest. There is no justifiable reason to oppose it.
A Palestinian state alongside the State of Israel represents a solution rather than a security
threat; it is the beginning of the path toward reconciliation and peace, serving as a guarantee
of success rather than an obstacle.

The Israeli side must treat the Palestinian right to self-determination with utmost seriousness,
recognizing and accepting it rather than ignoring the natural, national, and historical right of
the Palestinian people to an independent and sovereign state alongside the State of Israel. The
establishment of a Palestinian state is an essential component for achieving comprehensive
peace and a regional resolution to the conflict, which includes the full integration of both
peoples into the Middle East.

Conversely, Palestinian factions have long recognized the two-state solution as a realistic
and practical approach, documenting this commitment over the years. To substantiate this
declaration, Palestinian factions must act wisely and responsibly toward their people by
adopting the Bridges of Reconciliation and Peace Initiative. This initiative affirms the right to
self-determination for the Palestinian people, guarantees the establishment of an independent
Palestinian state, and seeks an end to the occupation that began in 1967 as part of the two-state
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solution.

Israeli political parties must also recognize the rights of the Palestinian people. Ignoring these
rights has frustrated efforts toward a political settlement on the Palestinian side and has not
provided security and peace for the citizens of the State of Israel.

Moreover, we believe that the principle of the two-state solution must be implemented with
sensitivity to the status of minorities in both states. There is a critical need for in-depth
dialogue between the majority and minority populations to establish respectful arrangements,
coexistence, and civil partnership within the two states.

3) Principle of Respecting the Sovereignty of the Two States and Maintaining Mutual Security

We propose that the principle of national sovereignty for each of the peoples in their respective
territories be recognized as a fundamental and binding tenet in the process of political
settlement.

Justification: Respecting national sovereignty forms a solid foundation for addressing the
complex issues inherent in the conflict and for managing relations between the two peoples
and their states. Full and mutual respect for each state’s sovereignty, along with a commitment
from all parties to uphold this principle, is essential and urgent for rebuilding the trust that has
been eroded between the two sides.

Israel’'s commitment to respecting the sovereignty and security of the Palestinian state must be
demonstrated through its formal recognition of it, the cessation of hostilities, and the halting
of military operations within the Palestinian territories. This includes addressing the blockade
of the Gaza Strip, ending settlement expansion and the policy of creating faits accomplis, and
putting an end to settler violence against Palestinians.

Conversely, the Palestinian state must affirm its respect for the sovereignty and security of
the State of Israel. This entails affirming Israel’s right to exist and preventing acts of violence
against Israel or its citizens from within Palestinian territory, as well as curbing incitement to
violence. Additionally, the Palestinian state should take appropriate measures to enhance the
prospects for reconciliation and peace.

A crucial aspect of achieving Palestinian sovereignty involves the internal Palestinian
commitment to maintaining unity and ensuring that the state monopolizes the use of violence
and armed measures within its territory. Palestinian factions must relinquish their weapons
to the newly established independent and sovereign Palestinian state immediately upon its
creation. Concentrating the means of violence solely within the hands of the Palestinian state
is essential for its legitimacy and is a practical demonstration of Palestinian sovereignty. This
step is vital for consistently stopping the cycle of violence and allowing the Palestinian state to
fulfill its international obligations and commitments.

Itisequallyimportant to emphasize that the fundamental principle of establishinganindependent
and sovereign state dictates that no particular group should possess or utilize weapons outside
the authority and oversight of the sovereign state. Additionally, it is inappropriate for any specific
faction to unilaterally decide matters concerning peace and war. We stress the necessity of
adhering to the decisions of official and unified Palestinian national institutions as integral to
realizing Palestinian national sovereignty.
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4) Principle of Transitional Justice

Transitional justice provides a framework for the peoples themselves to engage with the conflict,
rather than solely relying on their governments to settle disputes through political means.
In contrast to previous initiatives that predominantly focus on establishing peace between
governments, the Bridges Initiative emphasizes the necessity of fostering reconciliation between
the two peoples, recognizing the critical need to repair their relationships.

Justification: Transitional justice encompasses a range of approaches designed to address
the periods of transition from a violent past to a more just and peaceful future. It includes
mechanisms such as reconciliation and truth commissions, which are essential for addressing
human rights violations, correcting injustices, compensating victims, and healing the wounds
and traumas of individuals and communities. For the peace and reconciliation process to be
effective, these measures are crucial in preventing further human rights violations, meeting
victims’' needs for justice and redress, and addressing the legacy of past injustices, thereby
facilitating genuine reconciliation and enduring peace.

Transitional justice aims to balance the values of justice and accountability with the goals of
achieving peace, resolving the conflict, and safeguarding the security and well-being of all
individuals.

The significance of these mechanisms lies in their recognition of the role of the people—not
just governments—in the peace and reconciliation process. Addressing historical grievances
and injustices is essential for shaping both the present and the future of the communities
involved.

By implementing transitional justice, we can enhance public support for the peace and
reconciliation initiative while mitigating opposition to it. These objectives are vital for the
political process and contribute to building lasting reconciliation and peace. Beyond the
principles of justice and fairness, these mechanisms help confer legitimacy and credibility to
the arrangements made by both peoples. The establishment of a Reconciliation and Peace
Committee serves as a practical mechanism to realize some of the benefits of transitional
justice during the later stages of the political settlement process. It is advisable to adopt this
framework promptly in specific areas to facilitate progress.

Framework of the Executive Plan

The following sections outline the practical steps that are synchronized with the achievement
of the comprehensive vision of the Bridges Initiative, according to a timeline to be agreed upon
by the involved parties and international stakeholders:

1. Convening an Urgent International Peace Conference:

The conference will bring together all relevant parties and supporters with the goal of adopting
a new comprehensive political settlement. It will call for an end to the war and all forms
of mutual violence while finalizing the details of the Bridges Initiative for Reconciliation and
Peace. The conference will express international support for the initiative and advocate for its
implementation through practical steps according to an agreed-upon timeline.
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2. Joint Declaration of Approval of the Vision, Values, and Basic Principles of the Bridges
Initiative:

The mutual acceptance and endorsement of the vision, values, and principles that form the
basis of the political settlement will position both sides at the beginning of a renewed political
process. This declaration will provide hope and a clear horizon for both peoples, inviting broad
support for the reconciliation efforts.

3. Establishment of a Technocratic, Multi-party Palestinian Government with Broad
Consensus for a Four-Year Term:

The Palestinian President will facilitate the formation of a technocratic, non-partisan Palestinian
government with broad consensus from various Palestinian factions, supported by coordination
with Arab countries. The UN Security Council will express its support for the establishment of
this Palestinian government and encourage the international community to collaborate with it.
The government will be responsible for the administration of all Palestinian territories, including
the Gaza Strip, according to mechanisms to be agreed upon with the State of Israel and relevant
Arab and international stakeholders.

The Palestinian government will work in collaboration with Arab and international partners
to build Palestinian security and police capabilities. This effort aims to enable the Palestinian
government to eventually assume full security responsibility while fulfilling all obligations both
as a state and as a Palestinian Authority, thereby exercising sovereignty over all its territories.

4. Endorsement of the Vision, Values, Principles, and Framework for Implementation by the
UN Security Council

The UN Security Council will support the vision, values, and fundamental principles of the
Bridges Initiative by adopting a resolution that outlines the framework for its implementation.
This resolution will align with the general principles laid out in previous UN resolutions and
agreements between the two parties. It will specify a clear timetable for the execution of
the Bridges Initiative and approve the establishment of an implementation and monitoring
mechanism. The resolution will also call for an immediate, complete, and lasting ceasefire,
thereby bringing an end to the conflict in the Gaza Strip, in accordance with the principle of a
permanent ceasefire until reconciliation and peace are fully achieved.

5. Bilateral Declaration of a Permanent and Comprehensive Ceasefire Until a Permanent
and Final Settlement Agreement is Reached

The Declaration of a Ceasefire encompasses an agreement between the Israeli and Palestinian
parties for a comprehensive, complete, and permanent cessation of hostilities, which includes
the end of all forms of violence, inter-ethnic conflicts, and incitement to violence. Full
adherence to this Declaration will remain in effect until a comprehensive settlement agreement
is achieved, thereby concluding the conflict and establishing lasting peace between the two
parties. Furthermore, the Declaration will reaffirm the vision, values, and principles outlined in
the Bridges Initiative, specifically emphasizing the mutual recognition of both peoples’ rights to
live peacefully and securely in their respective states, in accordance with the two-state solution.
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6. Implementation of the Ceasefire, Completion of Abductees Release, and Withdrawal of
Israeli Forces from Gaza

The practical and immediate implementation of the ceasefire will commence with the
establishment of the truce, leading to the execution of all stages of the exchange agreement
and the complete release of all abductees, as outlined in the recently approved agreement
between the parties. This process will also entail the full withdrawal of Israeli forces from the
Gaza Strip.

7. Deployment of Security and Peacekeeping Forces from Arab and Islamic Countries to
Gaza at the Request of the Palestinian Authority

The deployment of security and peacekeeping forces from Arab and Islamic countries will be
undertaken to support the efforts of the Palestinian government in maintaining security and
upholding the ceasefire in the Gaza Strip. This deployment will occur at the request and decision
of the Palestinian side, with the backing of the international community. Both the State of Israel
and the Palestinian factions will work in full cooperation with these peacekeeping forces and
comply with the ceasefire agreement established between the Israelis and the Palestinians.

8. Civilian Administration and Security Responsibility in the Gaza Strip

The Palestinian government will immediately assume responsibility for managing civilian affairs
in the Gaza Strip, taking full command of all civilian offices according to a mechanism agreed
upon by the Palestinians and the Arab states. Arab and Islamic forces will continue to ensure
security and maintain the ceasefire until the Palestinian security forces and police are fully
operational and prepared to assume complete responsibility.

9. Reconstruction of the Gaza Strip

Theinternational communityiscommitted to the reconstruction of the Gaza Strip. Aninternational
mechanism will be established for this purpose, facilitated through a special committee that
will operate under the supervision of the Palestinian government while managing the process
in close partnership with donor countries. The international community will provide funding for
the reconstruction efforts and compensate victims for the damages incurred during the conflict.

10. Support for Israeli Society

An international mechanism will be established to provide material, moral, and economic
support to Israeli society. This support aims to help citizens overcome the impacts of the war,
including destruction and loss of life, while reinforcing the path toward reconciliation and
peace.

11. Adoption of an International Resolution to Recognize the State of Palestine

Following the implementation of the aforementioned steps, the UN Security Council will adopt
a resolution recognizing the fully sovereign State of Palestine within the borders occupied
in 1967, alongside the State of Israel. This recognition will also include agreed-upon border
amendments between the parties. The resolution will call on both sides to immediately
commence completing the political process across its various aspects, based on UN resolutions,
previous agreements, and the Arab Peace Initiative, according to an established timeframe.
This agreement will address all issues pertaining to the final settlement, including borders,
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Jerusalem, settlements, and refugees. In this context, we emphasize the importance and
necessity of international recognition of the Palestinian state, which is essential for conducting
negotiations from a position of sovereignty. Such recognition guarantees the success of the
reconciliation process and facilitates reaching a permanent solution.

12. Implementation of the Palestinian Commitment to Disarmament

Following the decision of international recognition, the newly established independent and
sovereign Palestinian state shall be obligated to issue a decisive directive to end the proliferation
of weapons outside of state control. The Palestinian government will begin implementing this
directive with broad support from Palestinian factions and in cooperation with relevant Arab
parties.

13. Implementing the Principle of Transitional Justice and the Process of Building Peace and
Reconciliation

A permanent Reconciliation and Peace Committee will be established to facilitate a
comprehensive reconciliation process and implement the principle of transitional justice. This
committee will consist of representatives from Israel, Arab and Jewish citizens, Palestinian
representatives, and international stakeholders. Its primary goal will be to establish standards
and procedures that promote peace, tolerance, reconciliation, and partnerships between the
two peoples. The committee’s efforts will extend to areas such as education and culture to
ensure the ongoing prioritization of peace and non-violence, fostering a culture of reconciliation
and mutual acceptance.

14. Regional Cooperation

This initiative seeks to activate the Arab Peace Initiative and establish diplomatic relations
and regional cooperation between Israel and Arab states, particularly following the adoption
of a resolution recognizing the State of Palestine by the UN Security Council. The initiative
proposes inviting the State of Israel to join, either as a member state or as an observer, in new
and existing regional cooperation organizations. This integration will signify, on one hand, the
region’s acceptance of Israel politically, socially, religiously, and culturally, and on the other
hand, its acknowledgment of Israel’s belonging to the Middle East alongside its relationship
with other regions.

15. Support for the Political Settlement Process

To encourage and ensure the success of the path toward peace and reconciliation, Palestinian
factions that recognize this document and agree to its principles will have the right to establish
civil political parties. These parties will be allowed to participate in general elections and engage
in the institutions of the State of Palestine, provided they respect the sovereignty of the State of
Palestine and its official institutions. Furthermore, these factions must completely refrain from
involvement in any acts of political, national, or religious violence.
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